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This established, I wish to bring to notice, in the first place, that having come to an agreement as to the necessity of maintaining the present status quo as long as circumstances will permit, we, Count Mouravieff and I, were pleased to record that there existed between Austria-Hungary and Russia no divergence of principle of a nature to preclude the possibility of an understanding between our two countries to guard against eventualities which, in a perhaps near future, might, even against our inclination, occur in the Balkan Peninsula. Quite the contrary. After having maturely examined the question in all its details, we had no difficulty in convincing ourselves that it would be easy to reconcile the interests of the two great Empires, on the condition, however,, of dissipating all spirit of mistrust in our relations and of explaining to one another in perfect frankness and loyalty the principles which are to regulate our conduct henceforth.
Imbued with these sentiments, we thenceforth applied ourselves to establishing the bases of an agreement between the Cabinets of Vienna and of St. Petersburg, which, approved without restriction by our August Sovereigns, is found in summary in the following points:
1.   It was agreed that, in case the maintenance of the present status quo becomes impossible, Austria-Hungary and Russia discard in advance all idea of conquest in the Balkan Peninsula, and that they are decided to make this principle respected by every other Power which might manifest designs on the above-mentioned territory.
2.   It was equally recognized that the question of Constantinople and of the adjacent territory as well as that of the Straits (Dardanelles and Bosphorus), having an eminently European character, is not of a nature to be made the object of a separate understanding between Austria-Hungary and Russia.
Count Mouravieff did not hesitate to declare in this connection that, far from striving for any modification of the present state of things, sanctioned by the Treaty of Paris and the Convention of London, the Imperial Government held, on the contrary, to the complete maintenance of the provisions relative thereto,